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than 30,000 men who would have contracted venereal diseases had the rates for previous years obtained.??2
Within a month after war had been declared, Congress placed itself on record in regard to venereal diseases as a war-time problem by passing Section 13 of the Selective Service law, directing the Secretary of War "to do everything by him deemed necessary to suppress and prevent the keeping or setting up of houses of ill fame . . . within such distance as he may deem needful, of any military camp, station ... or mobilization place ..." This radical departure made possible an emergency attack on venereal diseases without parallel in military history.
The passage by Congress in July 1918 of the Chambeiiain-Kahn bill placed the government officially on record against prudery and its resultant evils, and made available for the fight against venereal diseases in civilian communities the sum of $4,100,000.
This bill created an Interdepartmental Social Hygiene Board, consisting of the Secretary of
2 Physical Culture Magazine, April, 1919.